CHAPTER III

THE GRAND VIZIER:   1702-1703

Queen Anne and her first Cabinet - War of the Spanish Suc-
cession - campaigns of 1702 and 1703 - " No peace without
Spain " - obstructions of Dutch and High Tories.

HISTORIANS have recently attempted to revalue
the character of Queen Anne, and have even
compared her to her predecessor. Queen Eliza-
beth. But there is some difficulty in fashioning
a heroic figure out of this stout, gouty, gluttonous
little woman with her dull husband and frequent
miscarriages. Her perpetual card-playing, her
gambling, her love of tittle-tattle, her school-
girlish " crushes.55 and her fancy for drinking
spirits out of a teacup - Anne's " cold tea " was
a contemporary joke - were harmless habits
enough. The essential fact about her was that
she was every inch a Stuart, with most of the
Stuart faults. She inherited her grandfather
Charles I5s propensity for Court favourites and
also his ingratitude to loyal servants. She pos-
sessed all the Stuart obstinacy, but she was
lucky in that her obstinacy fitted the mood of
the day and her bigotry happened to lie in the
direction of the Church of England and not the
Church of Rome.

At first all went as William planned. Anne
confirmed Marlborough in his post as Com-
mander-in-Chief, awarded him the long-coveted
office of Master-General of the Ordnance and
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